GUIDELINES FOR SELECTING AN ADOPTIVE FAMILY
A. Recognizing that both families and children fall short of perfection, home selection should determine the best available family relative to the highest priority needs of the child. Consideration of the following questions, related to the defined needs of the child, will help reduce the likelihood of an inappropriate selection.
1. Motivation of Prospective Parents:

a. What are the reasons for adopting?

b. Do both parents have a genuine liking for children and like to be involved with most any age group? What age groups do they especially enjoy or dislike?

c. Do they have adequate knowledge of and experience with children to know what they may realistically expect of the "average" child of a given age?

d. Are the children in the home genuinely excited about receiving a child and are they equally enthusiastic about adopting? Will they be able to share their parents with a sibling? What are their expectations of the child?

e. Can the prospective parents realistically list both positives and negatives about being a parent?

2. Life Style of Prospective Parents:

a. How much time do they have for children and are they willing to curtail some of their present activities in order to have time for the child. If so, what would they curtail, or give up? Will they be able to share each other with a child?

b. What is the general life style of the family, for example what activities do they enjoy; are they expressive or non-expressive of feelings? What is the general level of activity in the household? How do they handle discipline and give affection? Does the family life style fit with that of the child for whom they are under consideration?

c. Are both prospective parents family oriented: If not, which one seems more strongly motivated and involved with children: Is this person the stronger person in the marriage?

d. Do they display a sense of humor about themselves? Are they flexible or rigid?

e. Do the adoptive parents have sufficient satisfactions in their marriage, work, interests or other children so that the relationship with the adoptive child will not have to make up for areas in which they lack satisfaction?

f. Have either or both of the adoptive parents been physically or sexually abused as children? If so, how has this been addressed.

3. Expectations of Prospective Parent:

a. How important is their preconceived idea of a child, and what are their expectations. For example, if a man likes hunting and sports, how important is it that his son likes these things?

b. How would they respond to specific behaviors this child may exhibit, such as an older child who wets the bed, a child of any age who refuses to take a bath, has bad table manners, is not neat, has poor sleeping habits or nightmares, refuses to try new foods or refuses to obey requests or instructions? Also, how would they cope with one who would say, "I don't want to live here", "I'll call my caseworker to look for a new home for me", or "I hate you, you’re not my mother"? How would they cope with their other children saying similar things to the adopted child? How would they cope with lying, shoplifting or running away? What type of punishment would be used for different types of behavior? Do they believe that such behavior is abnormal? A result of heredity?

c. Do they appear to be perfectionists? How will they accommodate an imperfect child?

d. How would they work with special needs such as, poor speech, stubbornness, temper tantrums, poor personal hygiene or bonding and attachment problems?

e. Are they willing and capable of giving love to a child before receiving love or an outward demonstration of love and/or gratitude from a child?

4. Acceptance of Adoption:

a. When there are special circumstances where a specific child's assessment has revealed a need for race or ethnicity to be taken into account, are the parents under consideration able to nurture, support, and reinforce the racial, ethnic, or cultural identity of the child? Are the parents aware of and prepared to deal with the thoughtless questions and possible discrimination from relatives, neighbors, peers and the community? Can the parents help the child cope constructively with this type of treatment?

b. How does the child to be placed compare with their existing children? Are there marked differences in intellectual capacity or social behavior? How will this affect all the children involved? How will the parents cope with these differences?

c. How will the parents react to conflict between the children? To their own younger child learning "bad habits" from an older adoptive child?

d. Are they willing to accept counseling or therapy as indicated?

e. How open have they been with the agency? How honest will they be in sharing with case manager problems they are having with the child?

B. Recognizing that a wide variety of types of families are able to parent successfully, specific characteristics should be considered in view of the child's needs, rather than personal preferences including:

1 Number of children in the home

2 Employment of the parents

3 Economic status

4 Lifestyle

5 Religion

6 Geographic location and neighborhood

7 Ages of family members

8 Marital status

9 Physical condition or disabilities of family members
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